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gf@ Economic and Social Council Distr: General
1 Statement

8 November 2023

English only
e Education on

Addressing the Fundamental Solution to Poverty through Expansion of Onl

‘Social Digital Entrepreneurship

¢ Blue Tree Foundation proposes the expansion of online education on 'Social Digital
Entreprencurship' to children and youth worldwide as a fundamental solution to the issuc of poverty.

Global poverty is not decreasing casily. The amount of aid to developing countries continues to
increase, but the effectiveness is lacking. Economic growth and poverty reduction in these countries do
not necessarily follow. Instead. conflicts between humans, such as cyber violence, hatred. and war, are
on the rise. These conflicts threaten the lives of the impoverished and make them even poorer.

C ission for Social
Sixty-Second Session

5-14 February 2024

Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development and
the wenty-fourth special sertion of the General Assem

fourth spee oo e sl A While educational inequality is often cited as the cause of poverty., the reality is that many children in

me: “Fostering social development and s dcxclopmg countries lack even the basic infrastructure to focus on proper academics. They often fin
Juntice thromgh sociul policior 15 aceclerate prosress on e ngaged in - with physical time. a lack of dedicated study spaces.
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainal anda shormgu of quality education and caring instructors. In essence, what these children need first is
e Srpoverty the resolution of the educational infrastructure issue that allows them to receive a complete education,
eradication” rather than just cducational content and devices.

The solution is online education utilizing digital technology. It allows for a much greater degree of

Statement submitted by The Blue Tree Foundation, a non-
governmental organization in consultative status with the freedom from temporal and spatial constraints, making it easier to connect with outstanding instructors.
Eeonomic and Seeial Council® The costs of promoting and implementing online education are significantly lower compar
education. On the other hand, the added value is substantial. Global wealth is conversing Towards the
Ihe s o digital-based big tech markets Al big dat: driving. Chat GPT. and more,
e Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is being
domimating nearly evers Scetor. inchuding the cconomy. socicty. culture. and the arts. Digital authority
circulated in accordance with paragraphs 36 and 37 of Economic and Social Couneil
S e has become the new power. In the midst of this paradigm shift. “digital thinking is the essential s
Currontly meeded 1o survive. During the COVIDLI0 period. the number of nternet users morcased

Shanificantly. from 4.1 billion in 2019 (54%% of the sorld's population) to 4.9 billion in 2021 (63%% of
the world's population). However. only a fraction of the global population possesses this ability to
actively utilize digital thinking.

erefore, it is now necessary to provide online education on 'Social Digital Entreprencurship” to

children worldwide. While traditional ‘digital literacy' education only teach digital proficiency. 'Social
Digital Entreprencurship’ teaches managing with utilizing digital while cultivating pioneering spirit and
civic consciousness. It is now crucial to provide practical assistance to break the cycle of poverty by
cnsuring that children do not get left behind, but rather take the lead in the global digital technology
market that generates profit

A 'social digital entreprencur’ refers to an individual who possesses both moral character and
capability. Moral character denotes the ability to live and cooperate with others. while capability refer
to the knowledge and skill required to thrive in a rapidly changing world. Those who possess both
moral character and capability can generate both economic and social value. Pursuing economic
development alone can perpetuate poverty for the disadvantaged and exacerbate social issues.
Likewise. foeusing solely on social development can make it challenging to obtain the resources and
momentum necessary to ultimately address poverty issues. However, if the number of individuals with
social digital entreprencurial spirit continues to grow. it will enable a sustainable society, creating a
virtuous cyele structure.

The Blue Tree Foundation has been consistently engaging in activitics that bridge cconomic value of
* The present statement is issued without formal editing. businesses and social values of civil society for global sustainability. Projects such as the youth cyber
21416926 (E) 181121 o
+2116926* .
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Statement submitted by The Blue Tree Foundation and the

Eul'nptzn Youth Information and Counselling Agency (ERYICA),
in
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Economic and Social Councils

status with the

The Secrctary-General has received the following statement, which is heing
circulated in accordance with paragraphs 36 and 37 of Economic and Sacial Council
1

resolution 199673

+ The present statemen is issued without farml eciting
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The resolution acknowledges some of the
dat ng population, current
challenges (poverty, old age, lack of social
connection). and new challenges (climate
change, impacts of digital transformation).

many years as well as how it has

A
Programme on Ageing provided some
remarks on MIPPA and how
i A

Sustainable Employment and Decent
Waork of Youth

The side event was jointly hosted by The

stated that there must be an international
consensus to make sure that MIPPA is well-
implemented. He also pointed out that some
of the currcat obstacles to full
implementation are due to insufficient

e Char s Wk of Bl Ty
disinterest from the younger generation. The
cvent continued with input from Turkey’s
Dhirector General of Services for Persons
with Disabilities and the Elderly. She stated
that there is a lack of und of the

on of the Republic of Korea
to the United Nations, The Blue Tree
(The ion for

Youth Viclence). and The European Youth
Information and Counseling Agency
(ERYICA). The cvent focused on the
aspects of digital well-being that may affect
the future and sustainable dev, antncnl cf

L, with a special focus on youth.
d.rfm..- ways to recover from CoviD-

the post-pandemic era through th

purposc of MIPPA and that many older
individuals do not know that MIPPA can be
used as an advocacy tool. She alse pointed
out that national reports an
always reflect the actual dispari
her

<
with a call to action for member

pursuc a social justicc approach. The cvent
Coneuded with questions and discussion.
For more information abaut MIPPA, please
wisit:

hitps:/farww.un,

‘desa/agein

use of digital . The
mecting started with opening remarks from
Jong Ik Lee, Secretary General of The Blue
ree Foundation. The event was mostly led

by young panelists. The first speaker was

provided information about hew Cavid-19
has impacted youth mental health and the

g/madrid-plan-of action-and-its-
implementation himl

of pr proper youth
services. She also cmphasized th

global views of mental health services and
how countrics treat mental health services
globally. The co-founder and CEO of the
Logout Organization, Boris Veler, provided
some remarks about employment and

quality jobs in the digital transformation cra.

He provided positive and negative insights

into digital iechnology. The cvent continued
with remarks from UN Youth Delegates of
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Statement

Resolutions o bridge diital gap and digital dysfunction to crate full and productive
cmployment and decent work

The Blue Tree Foundation ﬂnd the European Youth Information and Counse|
the need for a system. and digital company
obligations for vouths suffering fmm digita] dysfunction and digital gap that disrupt productive
employment and the creation of decent work.

£ Agency propose

Digital technology. which has been developing at the fastest pace in human history during the 215t

cmlun. is the greatest opportunity and biggest threat to modemn-day people. Over the past few years.
and of digital technol have increased even more rapidly due to

(Em COVID-19 pandemic. The United Nations warned of a significant increase in inflammatory hate
speech and cybercrime as Internet usace increased during the pandemic: and the International
Telecommunication Uniy da of the increase in Internet users from 4.1 billion (54% of the world's
vopalation) in 2019 to 4.9 billion (63%) proves how much the Internet environment has spread in a
short period

As a result, both emerging and advanced eountries are facing the dvsfunction and division of
digital technolozy that they have never experienced before; in particular, emerging countries are
accelerating the vieious cvele of unemployment and poverty due to the serious digital divide.
According to the Pew Research Center in the United States. advanced countries had higher
smartphone ownership rates than emerging countries and were more likely to be owned by younger
and more educated people. In other words. in the digital era, vouth living in countries that lack digital
technology. which directly affects economic growth. limit access to quality education as well. This
situation causes manl ing jobs and allows only the higher-educated people using more
advanced digital technology to survive, worsening the polarization.

Meanwhile, advanced countries are also frequently experiencing dysfunctions such as
cyberbullying due o the proliferation of digital technology. Aceording to the 2022 National Research
on School Violence and Cyber Violence conducted by the Blue Tree Foundation, the victim rate of
cyberbullying among Korean students has tripled from 5.3% in 2019 to 16.3% in 2020, and nearly
doubled to 31.6% in 2021, The trauma and wounds caused by cyberbullying experienced at a voung
age are not quickly dissolved and linger as digital footprints, negatively affecting youth employment
and economic activities. Those affected by cyberbullying are not able to follow the school curriculum
due to mental trauma or necessary procedures such as counseling, treatment, and legal resolution, or
suffer from depression, resulting in a loss of motivation and confidence for economic activities

In addition, these problems have spread to general households, ereating an unstable vouth group
Over 1.800 young people from 46 countries participated in a brief survey on emotional wellbeing
conducted by the European Youth Information and Counselling Agency in January 2021. The answers
showed that young people. especially vulnerable vouth, have experienced some of the most severe
conseauences of isolation. decreased education and iob opportunities. and reduced Leisure activities.
The same study included interviews with 130 vouth information and counselling professionals who
reported an unprecedented increase in mental health issues and distress among young people reaching
their services.

\'u:mwlulc several previous studies showed that the digital dvsfunction phenomenon that
oca vanced countries is appearing similarly in emerging countries. as digital civilization has
Emdual]v developed. In particular. India. which has the highest economic growth rate in the 21st
century. is one of the countries with the highest rate of cvberbullying in the world. and is increasing
every vear, Similarly. more than half of South Africa's parents also say their children are victims of
cyberbullying. However, these emerging countries with cconomic and educational level gaps

0 i

the Blue Tree Foundation. The event
pmvlae\‘l good mput on the intersectionality
The

organizations have been promoting concrete
innovative programs involving \mm
and th

of youth drawing on their experiences. The
digital inequalities as well as how to thematic theme for the second session was
achicve digital 2 o g the Dominant E

The event concluded with questions and Paradigm- Ensuring Scvial Protections and

discussion. ust Transitions For the Changing Waorld of
Work™. It focused an hmr- 10 address

Civil Society Forum 2023 E e
Peaple-Centered and Rights Based it priliics smd mmmkmg glnhﬂl
Approaches the

session was to think .m.mngn doeninant
economic paradigms and how to mediate the
causcd by these The
fiorum concluded with summary remarks
fram Dr. fy Ofon. National Coordinator of
the Warldws ork Nig,
closing remarks from Lara Hicks, Exccutive
Assistant of the NGO Commitice on Social
Development and Chair of the Civil Society

hosted jointly by UNDESA-DISD, the NGO
Committee for Social Development. and the
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES} Foundation.
The Vice Chair of the NGO Committes on
Social Development, MaryAnn Dantuone,
welcomed all participants and then

the
need for productive employment and decent
work in the reduction of poverty and the
achicvement of the Agenda 2030 as well as

a hurnan rights an,
social dialogue. The event continued with
remarks from the Chair of the NGO
Commitice for Secial Development, the
Burcau of CSoeD Chair, the Under-
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Secretary General DESA_ the director of the

Division of Inchusive Social Development at
the U A, the UN Special Rapporteur
on extreme poverty and human rights, the
Director of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation
(FES), and Executive Assistant of the NGO
i al Development The
first thematic scssion. “Working Toward
Conerete Solutions for Marginalized Young
People Facing Unemployment,"addressed
systemic discrimination and how to create
work oppertunitics. It also prescated how

TASSW UN Team meets in New York
Five of IASSW's.
represcItatives to the
UN in New York
were able to meet in
person on February &
duning the week of the

mmission on
Social Development. After 3 years of




BICN.52022NGO)

United Nations Eexszo2mcor
Statement

{@gEconomlc and Social Council iyt Ending poverty in all its forms is, as the United Nation’s Department of Economic and

Social Affairs (DESA) acknowledges, “the greatest global challenge.” According to the UN’s

English only report on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), poverty is multidimensional; it not only
includes hunger and malnutrition but also limited access to education, social discrimination and
exclusion, as well as the lack of participation in decision-making. Material poverty thus coexists
with, and can also result from, vulnerability and isolation, and it is these forms of emotional
poverty which can directly result from violence in its various forms.

Violence has increased dramatically due to COVID-19, and as new variants of violence
emerge, particularly in the areas of online sexual violence and cyberbullying, women and youth

Commission for Soclal Development become more and more at risk. Violence not only impacts women and youth mentally and
Sixtieth session physically but also affects their human dignity and well-being and impedes péaceful and inclusive
716 February 2022 societies (SDG 16). We thus urge the UN and all member states to work together to reduce
Follow-up to the World Summit for Soclal Development and violence and ensure that vulnerable individuals can flourish in their respective communities.

the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly

Prioni  Tnclusive and resilient recovery from COVI According to Chamorro-Premuzic, T. and Wittenberg-Cox, A., during the pandemic, sexual
15 fo sustainable veloods, well-beag, and drgaiy for Il violence skyrocketed. resulting in a multitude of unwanted pregnancies and abortions. Natalia
eradicating poverty and hunger in all ifs forms and dimensions to Kanem, exccutive director of the UN Population Fund, predicted on August 1, 2020 in The Lancet
achicve the 2030 Agenda. that there could be up to seven million additional unintended pregnancies worldwide because of

the devastating effects of COVID-19 on women and girls, and of those pregnancies, an estimated

sixty-one percent will likely end in abortion. Such devastating effects of sexual violence and
Statement submitted by Concepts of Truth, Inc. and The emotional poverty in turn are found to increase women’s vulnerability to sexual exploitation.
Foundation for Preventing Youth Violence, a non-governmental
organization in consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council*

While for some women, abortion may provide short term relief from the physical and
emotional stress of carrying an unexpected or unwanted child to term, abortion has significant
physical, mental and spiritual consequences which often result in the vulnerability, isolation and
emotional suffeing that comprise emotional poverty and loss of dignjty. Numerous globel studies
have confirmed the negative short and long-term health impact of abortion, including numerous
psychiatric complications such as severe depression and suicide. An extensive study published
by The DeVeber Institute for Bioethics and Social Research in 2015, “Complications’ Abortion’s
Impact on Women,” found that women who aborted their first pregnancy were 63 percent more
likely to fall into clinical depression than those who had the child, while post-abortive women
were at much higher risk for suicide than women who completed their pregnancies

The Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is being
circulated in accordance with paragraphs 36 and 37 of Economic and Social Council
resolution 1996/31

These complex expressions of emotional poverty following the pandemic require a
multidimensional solution that includes health care and education (SDG’S 3 and 4). Teaching
individuals to explore and evaluate options is a necessary tool for decision making and evaluating
risks. Concepts of Truth, Inc., a U.S. faith-based non-government organization (NGO), thus aims
to educate the whole person to make healthy life choices that empower future generations through
its adult counselor training curriculum, Concepts of Recovery: The Journey, and through its
student sexual health curriculum, Concepts of Sexual Health, Sex & You. The Journey curriculum
trains adult counselors to direct individuals of all faiths and backgrounds through the grieving
process as they learn about forgiveness, peace and comfort and find spiritual and emotional relief
from the sorrow and possible trauma following abortion and miscarriage. For students, the
Concepts of Sexual Health, Sex & You curriculum relies on medical facts and research to transmit
the truth about core values, self-worth, dignity, responsibility, and the science of sex to empower
youth and families to make informed life choices in relationships which affect the whole person’s
present and future well-being.

* The present tatement is ssved without ormal edising.
Brosect iatesent ; s After the pandemic, this emotional poverty has been transferred to an unspecified number

of youths online, appearing as cyberbullying. Cyberbullying has increased in various types such

as cyber harassment, exclusion, stalking and sexting, but current domestic and foreign laws do
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Statement

In terms of the Sustainable Development Goals launched by the United
Nations, the moment has come that the actual procedures should be taken into
account to eradicate and prevent cyber violence so as fo pursue continuous
happiness and peace for youths all around the world.

Cyber violence around the world has been on the rise steadily, while it is
associated with one of the Sustainable Development Goals, for example, Quality
Education(SDG4). Gender Equality(SDGS5). Peace, Justice and Strong
Institutions(SDG16), and Partnerships for the Goals(SDG17), all of which are
the main focus of the modern society.

It is needless to say we already take advantage of the advance of digital
technology in numerous ways. There are more technologies that are utilized in
social welfare, which enables the suffered ones to ease the accessibility to the
technologies for them to be able to get universal benefits. However, there are a
number of underlying problems to be dealt with. For instance, it has been
noticed that digital technologies have caused side effects on youths who are
vulnerable to every type of violence.

In short, we define this as *Cyber violence.” *Cyber violence” is a crime
that the use of digital-communication tools makes another person feel
intimidated physically or mentally by repetitively doing it on purpose. The types
of cyber violence are as follows: Cyber verbal violence, Defamation, Stalking,
Sexual violence, Bullying, and Information leakage and these frequently occur.

The reasons why youths are vulnerable to cyber violence are as follows.

Firstly, we do not teach or educate them on how to use this technology in
the right ways whereas technology is evolving faster than ever before. There is
a need for a new approach to making them be able to utilize digital technology
to foster digital citizenship rather than just considering it as a problem itself.

Secondly, unexpected problems due to rapid changes caused by COVID-
19 are directly passed onto youths. As of 2020, youths have been more exposed
to cyber violence as online learning goes viral during the pandemic. Although
there are many press reports saying, online learning contributes to reducing
school violence, in fact, school violence changed into the form of cyber
violence. Unfortunately, many parents are ignorant of their children who are
leading or suffering from cyber violence.

Lastly, there is a limit to cope with this new violence through previous
standards or laws related to previous school violence which makes this issue
extremely hard to deal with. Also, it has been turned out that government
regulation itself cannot prevent hanging digital

from having effects on someone in a negative manner.

Therefore, the Foundation for Preventing Youth Violence urges everyone
to realize the seriousness of this issue, and we also suggest a number of solutions
to settle the problems. The Foundation for Preventing Youth Violence(Blue Tree
Foundation) is a youth organization that has been dealing with school violence
issues for 25 years. It is the first foundation in the Republic of Korea which
alerts how severe school violence can be to society and it was founded on the
basis of preventing school violence and solving the related issues. In recent
years, it takes the initiative in eliminating cyberbullying issues all around the
1d.

Protecting and Advancing Health and Dignity
for Youth & Famiilies

0, 202 oy UNSDN 0

Youth panelists from Concepts of Truth, NGO and the Blue Tree Foundation collaborated to discuss the benefits and harms of
digital technology in the areas of sexual and mental health, education and maternal healthcare. Each panelist presented
videos describing the work of their organization. Concepts of Truth provides sexual and mental health counseling, counselor
training, reproductive loss recovery and sexual health education programs and resources along with an international 24/7
crisis intervention helpline. The Blue Tree Foundation (The Foundation for Preventing Youth Viclence) NGO, is the first
nonprofit organization established in South Korea to raise awareness about, prevent, and provide treatment for cyber
wiclence.

Concepts of Truth's first youth panelist, Nevaeh Vazquez, introduced the topic of social media, its widespread use and
benefits in building up communities but alse its harmful effects on mental health. Youth panelists from the Biue Tree
Foundation next addressed different aspects of eyber wiclence: Eunkyo Chei discussed how youth violence has evaolved in

South Kerea with advancements in digital technology and how that has affected youth's physical. mental and sexual health.
Blie Tree's next panelist, Seungmin Lee. discussed new trends in cyberbullying in Asia and their financial and mental harms.
Finally, Director of the Blue Tree Foundation, jisang Lee, discussed the harmful effects of digital technology and its impact on
cyber violence. Concepts of Truth concluded the program with its last two youth panelists. Rachel McKenna and Rebecca
Tavit. Rachel discussed the advances in digital technology and its salutary effect on maternal and natal health. and compared
the physical and mental harms presented by the
mental health rescurces available online and suggested that member states should expand acc

e of virtual abortions. Rebecca explored the availability of sexual and
s to sexual health

resources, particularly resources acknowledging the grief of miscarriage.

Recommendations:

The Blue Tres Foundation (The Foundation for Preven n Youth Viclance), NGO calls on governments, private enterprise,
schools and the local communities to combat cyber viclence in all its forms, including cyber verbal viclence, defamation,

stalking, sexual viclence, bullying, and information leakage. Concepts of Truth,
align with the four pillars of the Geneva Consensus Declaration to ensure (1) better health for women, (2) the preservation of

Inc., NGO recommends that member states

hurman life, (2) the strengthening of family as the foundational unit of society, and (4) the protection of every nation’s national
sovereignty in global politics

Concepts of Truth, Inc., NGO had 87 zoom registrations, 59 event attendees, and over 500 views on our FE live page posting
of the event. We also were very pleased to see that the post had reached over 700 people.
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